
 
 

WHO WE ARE 
 

Open Communities' mission is to educate, advocate and organize 
to promote just and inclusive communities in north suburban 
Chicago.  
 

Founded in 1972 by north suburban residents and congregations, we are a nonprofit, membership-based organization 
dedicated to fostering economically and culturally diverse communities.  Open Communities is rooted in the civil rights 
movement when a group of local women organized the North Shore Summer Project to protest housing discrimination.  
The group culminated its activities with a rally on the Winnetka Village Green in 1965, where Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
spoke to a crowd of 10,000, his first civil rights rally in an all-white suburb.  We educate, advocate and organize in the name 
of social justice, working collaboratively with current and prospective residents, local groups and municipalities.   
 
Our Credo: Inclusive and Diverse Communities are Healthy, Robust and Right  
 
Why Open Communities?  The name says it all.  An inclusive and diverse community is one which is affirmatively 
welcoming, with an infrastructure that accommodates families of all incomes and types, people with disabilities, 
adolescents and seniors, and new immigrants.  Open Communities is poised to deepen its involvement in issues the agency 
has already explored, by popular demand locally, such as immigrant leadership development, school funding reform, and 
improved access to public transit.  In broadening our mission to also encompass related economic and social issues, we aim 
to set an example for the nation of grassroots suburban advocacy that promotes welcoming communities. 
 
Our commitment to housing justice remains as steadfast as it was when we were called the Interfaith Housing Center of the 
Northern Suburbs.  Communities are richer when those who give to the northern suburbs also live here.   
 
The “Welcome Movement” 
  
Open Communities calls on all north suburban Chicago residents to come together to foster welcoming, inclusive and just 
communities.   The Welcome Movement is an attitude, and a common ground and outlet for collective action.  It offers 
opportunities for residents with diverse backgrounds and circumstances—including those who might otherwise be 
marginalized—to work together in everyday civic life to build neighborly suburban communities.   The Welcome Movement 
is not a "campaign" with a beginning and end; it's an ongoing drive to promote open communities by removing barriers. 
 
What We Do 
 
Open Communities promotes its mission through: 
 
Services: 

• Fair Housing Enforcement and Education 
• Foreclosure & Predatory Lending Prevention  
• Landlord/Tenant Complaint Investigation 
• Homesharing 

 
Advocacy/Education/Organizing: 

• Immigrant Leadership Development 
• Affordable Housing Advocacy 
• Community Education 
• Community Organizing    

 
Our service area comprises the northern Cook and southern Lake County municipalities of Deerfield, Evanston, Glencoe, 
Glenview, Highland Park, Highwood, Kenilworth, Lincolnwood, Morton Grove, Niles, Northbrook, Northfield, Park Ridge, 
Skokie, Wilmette, and Winnetka.    All of our services are confidential and provided free of charge.  Donations are welcome. 
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